
 

 

Book launch: The Fighting Essex Soldier: 
Recruitment, war and society in the fourteenth 
century 
Saturday 6 May, 2.00pm-3.45pm 

Essex Record Office, Wharf Road, Chelmsford, CM2 6YT 

In association with the University of Hertfordshire Press, the Friends of Historic Essex and the 
Essex Journal 

 

2.00pm-2.30pm Refreshments and book sales 
2.30pm-3.15pm Talk: Dr Adam Chapman, Soldiers of the English Realm: Essex and 

Beyond c.1300-c.1450 
3.15pm-3.45pm Refreshments and book sales 

 
 

About The Fighting Essex Soldier: Recruitment, war and society in the 
fourteenth century 
This book has its origins in a conference held at the Essex Record 
Office in March 2014. 
 
The wars of the fourteenth-century English kings with France and 
Scotland resulted in a dramatic increase in the number of men 
involved in warfare on land and sea. This book draws upon new 
research to identify and analyse these soldiers at all social levels 
in the specific context of the county of Essex. 
 
New approaches to the history of the later Middle Ages allow 
important evidence of military service to be correlated with the 
rich documentary material stemming from landholding, taxation, 
administration and other aspects of economic and social life. 
Significant comparisons can then be made: increased demands 
for taxation and for shipping from maritime communities, for 
example, cast light on the impact of war upon the 'Home Front'. The uprising of 1381 is 
considered as the consequence of the intensive militarisation of the south and south-east 
coast of England and the consequent cost to taxpayers. 
 
In a series of related chapters which add up to a wide-reaching survey, leading researchers 
explore key aspects of military, social and economic history in fourteenth-century Essex. 
 



 

 

From the raising of forces to serve the king, through a study of aristocratic lawlessness which 
may have been linked to violent experiences on the battlefield, to new ways of analysing data 
to give insights into men recruited as archers and mariners, and a consideration of military 
aspects of the Peasants' Revolt, this is a rewarding examination of medieval fighting men 
which affords much new insight into Essex history. 
 
Contributors: Prof Anne Curry, Dr Jennifer Ward, Dr David Simpkin, Gloria Harris, Dr Herbert 
Eiden, Martin Stuchfield 
 
Editors: Dr Christopher Thornton, Dr Jennifer Ward, Neil Wiffen 
 
 

About Dr Adam Chapman 
Essex, with its long coast, fertile soils and proximity to London, played 
an important role in supporting English wars in Wales, Scotland, 
Ireland and, of course, France. This talk aims drawing on the holistic 
approach taken by the new book The Fighting Essex Soldier to place 
the importance of Essex’s soldiers in the context of the wider English 
realm in the 14th and 15th centuries.  To do this, the Essex evidence will 
be contrasted with that of other parts of England and also the wider 
English realm, including Wales, Ireland and Gascony, then all parts of 
the dominion of English kings, from the siege of Caerlaverock (1300) to 
the battle of Castillon (1453). 
 
Originally from Somerset, Adam Chapman is a medieval historian with a wide range of 
interests including medieval warfare, literature and the landscape. Before starting his current 
job as Editor and Training Coordinator with the Victoria History of the Counties of England 
(VCH), Adam worked primarily on the Hundred Years’ War in general and on the history of 
soldiers from Wales in particular, first on the project, ‘The Soldier in later Medieval England, 
1369-1453’ (www.medievalsoldier.org), and then in a variety of teaching and research roles at 
several UK Higher Education institutions. His book, Welsh Soldiers in the Later Middle Ages, 
1282–1422 was published by Boydell and Brewer in 2015. 
 

http://www.medievalsoldier.org/

